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“ Trust to God, and do what is right.” Psalms. 
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THE CHIEF RABBI'S CIRCULAR. 


the British Empire. 


Office of the Chief Rabbi, London, August 13th, 5605. 


| GentLemen,—Several weeks having elapsed since my instal- 
lation into the highly important office of Chief Rabbi of the Jews 
in the British Empire, I deem it a sacred’ duty to issue this cir- | 
cular for the purpose of acquainting you with my primary inten- | 
| tions and wishes. The principal object which I have in view is, 


to inspire my brethren and sisters, who have been confided to my 


spiritual charge, with love for our most holy religion, such as it has | 
been transmitted to us by our fathers, and taught by our sages ; 
'o reanimate, to strengthen and to confirm that love within the 


breasts of my flock ; and to this noble end I mean to direct ali my 
efforts. I shall not, however, content myself with regenerating 


the inward man_ only, but I shall most anxiously strive to effect. 
that the actions correspond to the ‘sentiments, and the lives to 


the religious principles of my flock ; that their conduct be worthy 


of the proud position which we now occupy in society, and, 


above all, in accordance with the ordinances of that divine Law 


| which the Omniscient has conferred on us, in order, to make us |} 
happy here below, and blissful in the life hereafter. Now, the || 


uly means by which I, on my part, can contribute, with the help 


of God, to the attainment of the high aim which I purpose com-— 


passing for your welfare, is the raising and perfecting of those 
“stitutions, which enjoy the countenance and support of my 
ougregations, and which, from their nature, are calculated visi- 
"Y and clearly to demonstrate what hold religious sentiments 
‘Ye acquired on the minds, and to what degree they are en- 
‘wined with the live 1 
Nose Congregations. 


Pasay these institutions, educational establishments claim the 

most rank. It must and shall be the object of my most 
“renuous 
f sex, 
parents, 
branches 
Which js ¢ 
for this 


or reference to the pecuniary circumstances of their 
be provided with efficient instruction in the various 
of a general education, but especially in the FIM, 
he.source, and forms the basis of our holy religion ; that 
Purpose institutions be maintained, improved, or called 
those which are calculated for infants 
infuen GY)7.)) up to such as are to extend their salutary 
*¢ to the future, by training proper and efficient teachers. 


-_ 


s and conduct, of the members composing 


ndeavours, to see that all children, without distinction — 


For forwarding copies as published, free of extra expense, throughout the | 


; It is respectfully requested that complaints of irregular delivery of this 


public, male, female; 


The houses of worship occupy the next rank: they conisti- 
tute our OY wth ; and it is necessary that quiet and decorum, 


|| dignity and solemnity should prevail there during divine wor- 


of devotion, and promote brotherly union. 
_ Those institutions which are of a purely religious character, 
and those which are established for the furtherance of charity. 
and benevolence, for the cherishing of industrious habits and of 


ship, so that it may awaken the fear of the Lord, foster feelings 


useful activity among our co-religionists, have the next claim to 


our attention, 


In order to improve and invigorate these institutions, the co- 


operation, support, and active interest of every Congregation” 


will be indispensably necessary, especially on the part of the heads: 


To the Prestdents and Wardens of the Jewish Congregations in | and leaders, since only the continued and persevering attention of 


those who superintend institutions, can ensure their success. A 


| matter of the utmost importance compels me, already, to call 
| upon you for such co-operation, You will no doubt have 


perceived, that before I can make my efforts available, before I 


|| can exert myself to any advantage, a thorough acquaintance with 


existing circumstances and institutions is absolutely requisite ; 


| without a statistical knowledge of the elements avd thaterials— 


before me, every further step would be impossible, or at least fail 
In its object. 


I therefore beg to forward to you a blank form, containing the 
heads of all the subjects touched upon in this circular, with the 


| request that you will take such means, and institute such inquiries, 


as shall enable you to fill up the columns and furnish me with 
information as exact and accurate as it is possible for you te. 
obtain. In my sincere convietion that you have deeply at heart 


the objects which I have in view, I finally request that you wili 


be kind enough to return the enclosed form, not later than within 

six weeks from the receipt of this; and with every assurance of 

“I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, yours very sincerely, _ 

M. ADLER, Pa. D., Curer Rana. 
Name of the city or town.—Name of the Congregation.—Name of the — 

Wardens.—Names of the paid officers and their functions. —Number of 


*bya.—Number of seat-holders. — Number of individuals.— What 


schools are there in the congregation ? public, private.-Number of pupils, 
rivate, male, female.—Hours of instruction per week, 
public, private.—Subjects of instruction, public, privute.— Names of the 
teachers and their departments, public, private.—Salary of the public 


teachers. —Bovks used, public, priyate.— Payment of the pupils in-publie 


schools.—What Synagogues ?—Are the m9 ?—Charitabie establish- 
ments,—mpn, Burial ground, &c. &c.—Other remarks 

(The lengthy Reports of Dr. Adler’s visit to the Free School, and of his 
Sermon at the New Synagogue, the latter of which is anxiously looked for by 
those who heard Dr. Adler, but did not understand the language, compel 


|| us to defer our observations on this document to a future number.—Ep.] 


ON THE HISTORY AND THE ETHNOGRAPHICAL 
CHARACTER OF THE HOLY TONGUE, © 
I. 
(From the Hebrew of Dr. Julius First.) 


I.—Tue sacred language, whose history we intend to surve is 
that which is universally designated “the Hebrew tongue, or 
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of the children of Israel, otherwise called Hebrews.” The nation 


of ‘‘ the Hebrews,” is the race selected from among all people — 


and all tongues, even the descendants of Heber of the posterity 
of Shem; as it is written, ‘‘ Shem also the father of all the chil- 
dren of Heber” (Gen. x. 21), the progenitor of the Hebrews. In 
this text we meet with the name of Heber foremost, there intro- 
duced as the motive for the enumeration of the posterity of Shem; 


from which we are led to interpret the intention of the sacred 


writer to have been, that the generations of the sons of Noah 
were to be here enregistered, principally for the purpose of tracing 
the genealogy of the Hebrews to their patriarch Shem; since the 
whole Thorah has for its object Israel, whose origin is in Shem. 


Lest the word Hebrew ay might be erroneously taken for a | 


common noun, derived from the word say ‘‘ beyond,” as if desig- 


nating one coming ‘‘ from beyond the Euphrates into the land of 


- Canaan,” the text proceeds to detail the genealogy of the house 
of Shem (Gen. x. 22—24), “Shem begat Arpachshad, and Ar- 
pachshad begat Shelach, and Shelach begat Heber ;” continuing 


in the subsequent chapter with the enumeration of the descendants | 
of Heber; from him unto our patriarch Abraham, upon whom be_ 
peace! (Gen. xi. 14) thus establishing both the veracity and the 
purport of the biblical record, according to which, Heber is the — 


ancestor of Abraham, and the father of the people of Israel. 


_ These circumstances account for the importance attached in the || 
books of our historical tradition (in the Midrashim and the Aga- | 
doth) to these ancestral names. Thus it is delivered respecting © 
Shem, “that the divine presence rested on his tents” (Yoma 10). 

‘‘ That by his authority laws were enacted on chastity’? (Aboda 
Sara 37). ‘ That with him originated the priesthood’’ (Medarim | 


31), “transmitted to him through Noah from Adam” (Bamidbar 


especially venerated in Hebrew antiquity, as a great prophet in 


his days (ibid. 87); his schools and his sacerdotal character are \ 
mentioned with emphasis. As Heber, the son of Shelach, was | 


_ the last patriarch before the confusion of tongues, and the disper- 


sion of the human family, which catastrophe occurred in the days. 


of his son Peleg, Holy Writ designates our patriarch Abraham as 
the Hebrew, or the descendant of Heber, the son of Shelach ; for 
through Abraham the family of Heber was perpetuated after the 
_ dispersion of the collateral branches ; the sons of Abraham alone 


retained the distinctive appellation which preserved the memory | 
of their father Heber. Though there were other tribes whose || 


_ origin, like that of the Israelites, belongs to the house of Heber, 
they are in no wise comprised in the designation of Hebrews ; 
neither the Edomites, nor the Ishmaelites, nor the Midianites ; 

_ witness these plain passages of Scripture :—‘‘ If thy brother, a 

Ilebrew, be sold unto thee” (Deut. xv. 12). “The Lord God of 
the Hebrews has met with us’’ (Exod. iii. 18). ‘Two men of the 
Hebrews strove together” (Exod. ii. 13), 


fathers both designated themselves, and were known to other 


nations; that this name, Hebrew, appertains to none but to the 


children of Israel, and to their patriarch Abraham; whence the 
term, “language of the Hebrews,” is equivalent to “ language of 
, the children of Israel.’ 
II, Before we proceed further, we will state the five different 
etymologies under which the term Hebrew ‘yay has been brought 
by various writers. The first in age and authority is plausible 
enough, and enjoys the support of great names, such as Rashi, 


and Aben Ezra (whose memory be blessed!), and many other 


men of worth; it is, that ay is derived from 73m ay, beyond 
the river (Euphrates), because it is written, “I took your father 
Abraham from beyond the river” (Josh. xxiv, 3); whence it is 


> 


“the language of the Hebrews ;” which signifies, ‘* the language — 


(Jonah i. 9; Jer. xxxiv. 9—14); from which it clearly results that 
Hebrew is equivalent to the less ancient term “ Jew,” ‘n, and— 
that these two may stand for each other; that by these names our 


these authorities, this opinion not being favoured by the rules of 


| river, unless the word river be expressly subjoined; hence, 


| : | We have, secondly, to urge the strong objection, that the 
23). “That all the laws taught by Shem and Heber to Jacob, |} Canaanites never applied the term under enquiry to the family of 
_ were by the latter transmitted to Joseph” (Bereshith Rabba 84) ; || 

_ and many other traditions to the same purpose. Heber was || the great river; although, on the supposition which we combut, 


the Ammonite and the Moabite, descendants of Lot, ought to 


{| second, that sa» is a derivative of nay, *‘to pass away, 


latter, by the learned Winer, in his German work, 


_of Hebrew etymology, it must be rejected. For, first, it is con. 


_riable rule being to append the patronymical *~ to the latter part — 
can it be said that the Scripture has abbreviated the term; for, — 
| if so, the datter portion would have been retained, but not the firs 
word of the compound, as proved by the word %n>ynn (2 San, 
|| xxi. 6), instead of »nbinn dar. 
Rabba 4) ; ‘that the holy spirit sanctified his assembly” (Maccoth — 


tine, only because the former were aliens and sojourners In a 
_ foreign land, into which they had passed from the other side of 
the Euphrates, the Hebrew form of ay would be inadequate to 


for a Hebrew, without the termination », which fact alone would 


multitude of his offspring ; as, for instance, “ Jacob,” instead a 


of the extinct nation,” it being supposed that Abraham was t 


- fore, destitute of all foundation. 


concluded, that the inhabitants of Canaan adapted this name to 
Abraham, and to those who, with him, immigrated into the; 
land, from beyond the course of the great river. This etymo| a 
has been adopted by not a few among the learned Christian. 
thus, for instance, by Walton in his “ Prolegomena to the Polyglo, 
Bible” (Dathe’s edition, page 75); by Gesenius, the grammariay 
in his ‘‘ History of the Hebrew language” (chap. xi.); after the 
Biblis 
Real-Lexicon” (Part I. page 555), and by a host of their ise 
ples, and the followers of their disciples. The opinion of ghich 
we speak, acquires additional weight from the translation of the 
Pentateuch, by the so-called seventy elders, into Greek (the Sep. 
tuagint), by order of Ptolemy, the king; inasmuch as they trans. 
lated the word say (Gen. xiv. 13) by the expression 6 -epdrne— 
the traverser (over the great river). But notwithstanding ql 


plain interpretation, nor being in accordance with the critical laws 


trary to all the results of biblical investigation, that the term "27, 
in the absolute, should ever be applied ~ any country beyond the 


analogy would require that, in the present case, the term of. 
which we treat should have been 73m Nay, which it is not: as 
we indeed find the forms *nnina (1 Chr. ii. 54), 
(1 Sam. xvi. J, 18), *wnwn-na (1 Sam. vi. 14, 18), the inva. 


of a compound proper noun, preceded by the emphatic 7. Nor 


Lot, although the latter came, along with Abraham, from beyont 


have enjoyed this title in common with the sons of Jacob, with , 
whom they held an equally perpetual possession of the land. Let 
it be observed, thirdly, that if the term Hebrew were applied to 
Abraham and his posterity, by the original inhabitants of Pales 


this purpose, since it must be allowed that an adjective of this 
form can but express an inhabitant of the other side of the Eu- 
phrates, but by no means an emigrant from that region. Fourthly, 
we meet, in the poetical portions of Holy Writ, with the term 737 


stamp this word with the character of a noun proper; for “ 
the proper noun of an individual may be used to express Ht 
“ the children of Jacob.” 
We have little to say on the opinion, which we will cailt 


«the mel 


become extinct ;’’ would, accordingly, import, 
only remnant of some race that had become extinct, sheen 
the Canaanites among whom he appeared, designated him by mp: 
word ay. The whole of this hypothesis rests on the set 
tion, that the root Say means, “ to be extinct,” which we Tee 
as utterly unproven. a 
The third view is that taken by Professor Harta’ 
Rostock, a Christian, who in his “ Introduction to the co of 
Scriptures” (page 159), reduces the form o7ay tol 
i.e. ** those who traverse” the stream. ‘This 
mode of proceeding, on which it were useless to waste 
beyond that contained in Prov. xxvi.4. J. there 
The fourth is the opinion of scoffers and infidels, 2% 
Far be it from us to ls 
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Scriptures practised this deception, after the fashion of the Gre- 


tions of 
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ard them that treat as fabulous the account of the historical 

vin of the Hebrew name, saying that the Hebrew writers sup- 
“ei the history of the man Heber, merely to account for the 
sence of the word Hebrew ‘2; or that the compilers of the 


sians and the Romans, who, indeed, to account for the appella- 
their various tribes, invented plausible names for their 
pretended ancestors. 
Let it be examined, whether the national names Mizri (Egyptian), 


(anaani (Canaanite), Pelishthi (Philistine), were formed before, 


Pelesheth! If such has been done by the Greeks and the Ro- 
mans, the God of the Hebrews has not made us like the nations 


of those lands; neither is our lot (in history) like that of the 


The fifth theory respecting our national name, begins and 


ands in confusion ; it is, that Nay is any (Arab) transposed; or, 


‘aversely 27”, the transmutation of yay, and both originally 
‘he same; each being derived from om (Abraham), or 


(Abram), which is, in its turn, formed from Dd Ay, a contraction 
of yay (Arab), and o1x% (Aram, Syria). To support this hypo- || 
thesis, itis remarked, that Heber plays a very insignificant part: 
in biblical history, where he ranks no higher than Shelach or — 
Peleg. How far-fetched and inconclusive! The satisfactory 
result by which we abide, is, therefore, that the name Heber say — 
isa proper noun, the root of the nomen gentile ay Hebrew, | 
yeculiar to the lineal descendants of that patriarch; not, indeed, 


comprising all the branches of his posterity, but confined to’ that 


line which passes through Abraham, as the elect among the > 


families of Heber, and bequeathed to Israel, the peculium among 


his offspring, in whom is glorified the God of the Hebrews. | 
Accordingly, Abraham the Hebrew “ayn, is analogous with — 
Mamre the Emorite "xn, and expressive of Abraham’s lineal | 
descent from Heber, the offspring of Shem; in like manner, “ the 
language of the Hebrews” tonapn pw), is that of the people of | 


the Hebrews, or of the Israelites, peculiar to this nation and to 


} RABBINICAL OPINIONS ON THE HISTORY OF THE 


WITCH OB 
Tue narrative of Saul’s consulting the Witch of Endor has 


occupied the attention of our best commentators, and caused great. 
| difference of opinion amongst them. R. Solomon ben Hophni | 


Gaon thinks that the whole was a deception practised on Saul by 
the woman at Endor :—That, notwithstanding his disguise, she 
recognised the king, towards whom she harboured no very 


iriendly feeling on account of the extreme rigour with which he 


‘Treated the professors of her art:—That it was generally known 


Samuel had declared Saul unworthy to reign and had: anointed 
David as king; further, the woman also knew that the Philistines 


; hi in great force while the Israelites were disheartened, and 
| that, from the proximity of the two armies, a battle was unavoid- | 


tble:—That from these facts she fabricated a prediction such as 


her hatred of Saul dictated, and as she wished and expected might || 


‘ome true; that, in order the better to impose upon him, she, 
. the midst of her pretended incantation, exclaimed, ‘‘ Why hast 
me, for thou art Saul!’ as if the apparition had 
= em acquainted with this fact, though she knew the king, 
s 3 from his uncommon height, as soon as he entered her 
oe uch is the opinion of one of our oldest commentators ; an 
Minion which fully proves that freedom and latitude of judgment 


| 
Some yea : 
Chief Rabbi. S$ ago,a series of questions was submitted to the Jate Rev. 


Writer of tn: Dr. Hirschel, who referred the inquirer for a reply to the 

Opinion of te article. Two of the questions put, were—i. What is the 

Witeh of , ewish Commentators, as to the reality of the history of the 

Clled with ange } 2. How is this passage in the life of Saul, to be recon- 

“9Wer gj Leviticus xix. 26 and 31, and Deut. xviii. 11 and 12? The 
Biven to these two questions is now submitted to the public. 


eych as make of Heber a fictitious person; neither let us re-— 


What have we in common with them? 


are not restricted to, or the offsprings of, the present age. Another 
opinion, adopted by 3'2/5-5, R. Levi ben Gerson, and cya/n%, 


_R. Moses ben Maimon, is that the whole scene was acreation of a 


diseased imagination or hypochondria:—That Saul had for a length 
of time been brooding over Samuel's prediction that the kingdom 
should depart from him, a prediction, the accomplishment of 
which he saw begun in the fame and prosperity of David; that, 


moreover, he was agitated by horror and remorse for having 


murdered the innocent priests, knowing, as he did, that “ Whoso 
sheddeth man’s blood by man shall his blood be shed :’’—That 


Misti | _ his troops, seeing him desponding, also became dispirited ; that all 
or independently of, the names Mizraim (Egypt), Canaan, and || 


these circumstances so worked upon his agonised mind, that 
when he went te consult the woman, his bewildered imagination 


induced the belief that her spells had wrought successfully, and 


that Samuel had appeared and foretold his impending destruction, 


although nothing of the kind really occurred and the whole vision 


was an offspring of his mental malady. Se. ee 
_ These two opinions, which go as far as any modern Rationalist 


— would attempt to do, are, however, utterly at variance with the 


text, which positively asserts that the woman saw Samuel, and 
that Saul heard him. 


ticular, although no reason existed why Saul and his sons, who 


had survived so many deadly fights, should all be slain together, 
or why he, who had invariably been victorious (Sam. xiv. 47), 
should now be defeated. We are, therefore, forced to admit the 
reality of the vision, and that it was supernatural, however loth 
we may be to admit that the woman’s incantation could produce | 


any supernatural effect, or that witchcraft ever could exer- 


cise power or influence over a prophet of the Lord, a holy seer | 


like Samuel. -To avoid the last mentioned difficulty, R. Saadias 


Gaon and R. Hai Gaon maintain that Samuel actually rose in 
the body and in the spirit, and appeared to Saul:—That this, 
however, was not in consequence of the woman's pretended 


necromancy or power, but that Samuel appeared because such 
was the will of God:—That the woman herself was terror- 


stricken at the unexpected apparition, and that in her extreme - 
fear she screamed; ‘and when asked what she saw, replied 
that she saw conde divine spirits ascending out of the earth, 
| thereby to intimate that the apparition was of divine origin and 
superior to her control. This opinion has been adopted by most. 


Christian divines: it is, however, almost as much in contradiction 


with the positive narrative of the text as the two opinions of which | 


we have already disposed ; since the woman screams with terror, 


not at beholding the apparition, but at discovering that her visitor 
is Saul; for, as to the apparition, she has self-possession sufficient — 
fully to describe its appearance and dress, and that, too, so exactly — 


that Saul at once recognises the prophet. Moreover, when called 


upon to practise her art, after first receiving the assurance of per- — 
sonal safety, she affects no hesitation, but boldly asks, “ Whom 

shall I bring up unto thee ?” 
she does not reply, “he is beyond my power,” but at once pro- 


And when answered, * Samuel,” 


ceeds to comply with the request. 


As this last-mentioned opinion is also net jn accordance with 
the letter of the text, Don Isaac Abarbanel maintains that as a 


prophet of the Lord is born like other men, like them is subject. 


to the infirmities of nature, and dies like them, his body is in no 
respect different from theirs, and that it is the mind or soul only 


| which is sanctified by the divine inspiration ; that when the sou! 
thus sanctified departs from the body the latter becomes a mere 


lump of clay, and is as liable to be acted upon by the impure power 
of necromancy as that of any ordinary mortal :—That the woman 
of Endor was a 2:8 nbya (mistress of a familiar spirit), whom, 
through her art, she had subjected to her power :—That she could 
compel this familiar spirit to enter such dead body as she wished 
to appear unto her and to animate it :—That the Talmud, in Tr. 
Sanhedrin, chap. 7 nn’p yaw (of the four kinds of capital punish- 
ments inflicted by the Beth-Din), speaks of the incantations by 


203 


Nor is there any thing in the manner of 
the narrative to justify us in departing from the literal meaning — 
|| of the text ; moreover, the prediction was verified in every par- 
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| 


298 (familiar spirit), and the manner in which they are performed, 
which was known to all the members of the Sanhedrin ; and that 
these familiar spirits had the faculty of predicting future events:— 
That it was by means of such a spirit that the woman raised and 
animated the body of Samuel, which, being thus converted into a 
tenement for an impure spirit, and dragged from its grave, com- 
plains, ‘‘ Why hast thou disquieted me to bring me up?” That 


in the Medrash it is stated, “ That he who raises the spirit sees’ | 


but does not hear him, that he who consults him hears but does 


not see him, and that all others who may be present neither see nor | 


hear.” That accordingly the woman only saw and Saul only heard. 


That consequently it was the body of Samuel, but animated by a_ 


familiar spirit which appeared to Saul, and that the said spirit by 
virtue of its inherent knowledge predicted Saul’s fate. | < 
_ This opinion, however, is likewise not strictly in accordance 


expressly state, “Samuel said to Saul,”’ nor could such a spirit have 
said. “To-morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me;” as, 


whatever might be the abode of the impure spirit, it would not be | 


_ shared by Saul and his sons, especially by the noble and pious 
The conflicting opinions of these various commentators have 


been quoted and commented upon, for the purpose of shewing || 


how little satisfactory they are. As to that of St. Augustin, 
who asserts, that the Devil appeared in the guise of Samuel, and 


that his intention was to drive Saul to despair—that hardly — 


merits a minute’s consideration. But as all these widely-differing 


views, do not throw sufficient light on the subject, I would sub- || 
mit that the art or science of Necromancy certainly did at one | 
time exist: for the law expressly commands, “ Thou shalt not 


suffer a witch to live:” and as the Deity does not trifle with the 


lives of his intelligent creatures, it follows that witchcraft must 
have been a real, not an imaginary crime, and that the penalty 


was to be inflicted upon those who actually practised sorcery, 


not on those who merely pretended to, or were accused of its | 
practice:—That Saul, who in his regal, and judicial capacity, — 


investigated the subject before he inflicted the penalty, and 
‘Sent off those that had familiar spirits, as well as wizards, 


out of the land, must have been convinced of the reality of 
uecromancy ; and that, therefore, when he found himself forsaken || 
of God, it was not surprising that he should turn to the antagonist | 


principle, the existence of which he can not have doubted :— 
That although we are ignorant of, and cannot. comprehend 


the means employed, the text leaves no room to doubt that 


Samuel appeared in the same state as before his decease; 7. e. 
the same body, animated by the same spirit, and dressed in the 
saine garments: and that he did so, in consequence of the 
woman's incantations. I am not prepared to say, that his 
appearing was a necessary consequence of her spells: but he 
certainly was permitted by the Deity to appear, and not without 
an adequate motive, as he gave Saul time to reconcile himself to 


_ hus God, by perfect resignation and submission to the Divine will. " 


lor the fact, that Saul, notwithstanding Samuel's fatal prediction, 
did not swerve from the strict line of his duty, or seek to delay, 
or avert his fate, but-at once submitted to the decree of Provi- 


dence, is the most perfect instance of heroic magnanimity and 


pious resignation that holy writ records. And though he did not 
escape the punishment of his. sins in this world, yet his perfect 
devotion reconciled him to his God, and saved his soul: and it 
is on this account, that Samuel declares ‘ To-morrow shalt thou 
and thy sons be with me,” thou, together with the virtuous 


Jouathan, shalt enter that abode of the blessed, into which my 


own soul has been received. 

As to the question, ‘‘ How is this passage in the life of Saul 
to be reconciled with Leviticus xix. 26 and 91, and Deut. xviii. 
11 and 12,” the answer is, Saul’s deed is not to be reconciled to 
the law of God, but was highly sinful. Accordingly we are told 
‘* Saul died for his trangression, which he committed against the 


\ 


Lord, even against the word of the Lord, which he k 


craft by the forfeit of his life. 


two strangers) were made. 


ept not. 
and also for consulting a familiar spirit to enquire of * ‘a 
enquired not of the Lord: therefore, he slew him,” etc. (1 Chron 
x. 14), so that Saul, in his own person, paid the penalty of witch. 


THE CHIEF RABBI’S VISIT TO THE NEW 

SYNAGOGUE, GREAT ST. HELEN'S, 
Last Sabbath (1on2 naw) the Chief Rabbi attended divin, 
service at the above Synagogue. On Friday evening, previous 1, 


the commencement of the service, the Rev. Doctor, accompanied 
by Mr. Philip Salomons, Warden, entered the vestry, where hy 


was received by the three Dayanim in their official robes, and the — 
| leading members of the congregation. The following gentlemen 


were then introduced by Mr. Philip Salomons to the Chief Rabbi, 
_ with the text; for the dead body has not the faculty of speech. || 


_And, if it was the impure spirit that spoke, the text would not 


Jacob Lyon, Esq , Overseer, Louis Lucas, Lawrence Meyers, 


_M.M. Salomons, Abraham Solomon, Moss Lyon, P. Phillips, 
Lewis Raphael, J. Defries, A. Harris, Lawrence Levy, M. Joseph, 


M.J. Cashmore, Aaron Cohen, P.S. Phillips, Yates, 
Theman, B. Phillips, Josiah Salomon, E. Moses, Moses Samuel, 


-and Abraham Jacobs, Esquires, with whom he severally entered — 
| in lively conversation. 


_ Mr. Lindenthal, the Secretary, having announced to the Rev. 
Dr. that the time for prayers had arrived, the gentlemen assembled 


| moved in procession towards the Synagogue, the Chief Rabbi 
leaning on the arm of Messrs. Philip Salomons and Jacob Lyon, 
preceded by the Dayanim, and the other gentlemen in attendance, 


The Chief Rabbi appeared struck with the magnificent appear 
ance which the sacred edifice presented, although by no means 
full. Every one present appeared to regret the frugality of the — 
officers in the issuing of the tickets of admission. ‘There were at _ 


| least 100 seats at the upper part of the Synagogue, the vacancy — 


of which considerably diminished the intensity of feeling with | 


which a full attendance always impresses the congregants at a_ 


public assembly. 


The Rev. Mr. Lindenthal having impressively read the afternoou 


prayers, the Sabbath service was performed by the first reader, 


the Rev. M. Barnett, accompanied by an efficient choir, trained : 
by M. Moss, the composer of the excellent music with which the 


service abounded. | 


In the morning, after the reading of the Law by the Rev. Mr, 
| Barnett (in which it is but justice to mention that gentlemal 
| excels both for grammatical correctness, as well as for avoiding 
| all the singing lately introduced by other readers), offerings ! 
honour of Dr. Adler nearly approaching £200 (included in which 


sum is the amount of £5 5s., the gratefully acknowledged gift of 


The myn (manuscript of 
aw) having been deposited in the ark, amidst the chaunting © 


_ Psalm xxix., the Chief Rabbi delivered a discourse 1m the adl 


man language, the outlines of which we here subjoin. ve 
After expressing the deep emotion which he felt at the conclusi! 


| of the solemn service just performed in this beautiful house of G sf 
in this magnificent place dedicated to the worship of our Creator 


this new Synagogue, new in its erection, but old in its sprrit—? 


dern in its building, but ancient in its solemnity—as well as 


he 
trembling and joy which divided his mind, now that he wcdross 5 | 
congregation in alanguage unknown to many of them; We" 


lecturer alluded to the peculiar import of this Sabbath, — 
followed upon the three weeks of mourning, intervening ne 
the fast of Tammuz and this day of comfort. Indeed, - m 
who sincerely mourned for the destruction of Jerusalem, eee 
lowing words of the prophet, which we read this day, % 3 
with the fervour of spiritual comfort and consolation, wil 
reviving dew, raising their drooping spirits. 
“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Spe@kd” in, 
ably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplls, : 
her iniquity is pardoned ; for she has received of the Lord's han of the 


for all her sins. A voice crieth in the wilderness, Prepare y® ' on yale) 
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. * 
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hall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the 
: shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: and the glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together : for the mouth 
af the Lord hath spoken it. The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall 
ery? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of 
the field: the grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the 
Lord bloweth upon It: surely the people is grass. The grass withereth, the 
dower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever. O Zion that 
pringest good tidings, get thee Up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem 
that bringest good tidings, lift up thy words with strength; lift up, be. 
not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! Behold the 


ford God will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: 


pehold, his reward is with him, and his work before him. He shall feed 
hiseflgek like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry 


them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young” (Isaiah 


xl. I—11). 
After having foretold the decline and fall of the nation, the 
rophet Isaiah proclaimed that the cup of grief and anguish was 


full: that the severe though just punishment inflicted was at an 
end; that her iniquity was pardoned, and that the sun of pros- 
perity would again shine in its former splendour upon the ruins of 
“Jerusalem. No doubt there were in the days of the prophets, as, 
there are now, such as disbelieved every thing except what they 
‘could see with their own eyes, who considered that as evidence 
only which was proved by ocular demonstration. But however | 
“dubious the books of revelation may appear to the unbelieving, | 
the book of history they cannot deny—history which places | 
before us the events that actually came to pass—history which || 

unfolds in its pages the rise and fall of men, cities, empires, and_ || 

nations—history which shows us that the destruction and sudden 
changes which nations and empires underwent was predicted by 
men inspired with the word of God: that book cannot be doubted ;. 


it is and ever remains a living testimony of Divine Providence. 
The Rev. Dr. then proceeded to prove the truth of this pre- 


~ dicted consolation from history. So surely as the calamities and dis- 
_ asters which were predicted many centuries before betell our nation, 
-sosurely as the fall of the city, the princess of nations, which was 
foretold when in its glory and splendour, minutely came to pass, so- 
also we may surely expect that the restoration proclaimed by the 
same godly man will be fulfilled at its proper time. It is objected by 
some, that we, who already enjoy all the blessings of liberty, need 


not consider ourselves any more in captivity, need not hope or pray 
for the coming of the Messiah, for the reinstitution of the kingdom 


of David: nay, my brethren, this freedom which we enjoy is but 


a temporal one, is but corporeal, is not universal, and is as 
transient as those who bestowed it; but the divine liberation will 


be a spiritual one, universal and everlasting, The grass withereth, © 
the flower fadeth ; but the word of our God shall stand for ever. | 
Others object to the truth of this prophecy, because, say they, | 
how can we, who are scattered and dispersed in all parts of the 


world, be gathered together to rally under one standard? How 


_ fan We, separated by seas and oceans, hills and deserts, be brought 
together into one fold True, there are natural difficulties which 
appear to be invincible, there are hills in the way, which appear 


‘0 Us insurmountable; but the voice of the Lord proclaimeth, 


: 


Made low.”’ 


Let us therefore, my brethren, reflect on the prophetic lament- 
‘ons which we have read in the past weeks of mourning ; in 


_ “every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall 


hen we shall find the evidence of the truths of the consolations 


‘ontained in the nywwan, called myaw (seven chapters 


of condolence), Our sages of the Talmud relate the following — 


Securrence ;— 


San and phiy ya nme opp aw 

opp 15 ond INN ? pn¥n 


n 


| 


garments ; when they arrived atthe ‘‘ Mount of the Temple,” they 


| said they, “ seeing foxes inhabit the place of which Scripture says, 
very reason I emile,” replied he, “ because Isaiah said, | 
| and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.’ In what relation can 


the first Temple, and Zechariah during the second ? But their re- 
field’ (Micah iii. 12). Zechariah prophesied, ‘ There shall yet old 
_phecy of Zechariah would not either be fulfilled : but now, since the 
‘eyes, it affords strong evidence of the verification of the latter.” 


~The Rabbies hereupon exclaimed, ‘‘ Akiba thou hast comforted : 


| have been heavily afflicted, although we have been deprived of our 
| temple sacrifices, our priests, and our country, yet the spirit which 


withereth, the flower fadeth, but the word of our Lord shall stand : 


‘Divine Owner. ‘* The Temple service is now at an end; herewith 


‘stroyed, but my Law survives. ‘The keys to the ‘Temple are now 


gently ought we to study and inculcate it in the minds of our 


morpniw ywoy Sw ovpnn aby 


— (Several Rabbies went up to Jerusalem with Rabbi Akiba, 
When they arrived at Mount Zophim (the seer's), they rent their 


saw a fox running out of the ‘most Holy of holies” (such was 
the name of the innermost part of the Temple). They began to 
weep, but Rabbi Akiba smiled, “ Why dost thou smile?” asked 
they : “ And why do ye weep ?” rejoined he. “ Shall we not weep,” 


‘and a stranger who cometh near to it shall die?’” ‘* For this 
‘And I took unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest 
Uriah and Zechariah stand to each other, when Uriah lived during. 


spective prophecies are purposely connected, to show that the _ 
fulfilment of the one proves the veracity of the other. Uriah © 
prophesied, ‘ Therefore shall Zion for your sake be ploughed as a 


menand old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem’ (Zech. vill. 4). 


Unless the prophecy of Uriah was fulfilled, I feared that the pro- 


prediction of the former has this day been fulfilled before our 


us! Akiba thou hast indeed comforted us!") | 


~ Another comfort we derive from the reflection, that although we 


the word of God has breathed within us, as the eternal covenant — 
which the Lord has made with our nation, has not been affected 
by all our calamities, but remains immutable. Our sacred in- 
stitutions have been shaken to their foundations, but not the 
sacred religion taught therein, as our Rabbies observe, non jay 
o’anioyy Sy, (his wrath was confined tothe woodand stone). Mount 
Zion became desolate, and foxes went therein; but the Law _ 
which cometh from Zion will never be extinguished. ‘* The grass 


for ever.” According to an allegory in the Midrash, the priests, 
after the destruction of the Temple, came to return its keys to the 


we restore the keys.” ‘The divine reply was, “ The Temple is ce- 


the keys to the Law. You are the teachers of the Law : in 
your hands | deposit its keys.” 


How careful ought we, therefore, to be of that Law! How dili- 


tender youth, as enjoined in this day’s lesson by our teacher 
Moses! It is that Law, from the sources of which we draw so 
much spiritual comfort, as is beautifully told in the Midrash, in 
the following allegorical dialogue. * The Lord said to Israel, * My 
children, how could you endure all these years of captivity?” To 
which they reply, ‘ [f it were not for thy Law, we should have 
been destroyed by the nations long since. So also the royal 
Psalmist exclaims (Psalms cxix. 92), ‘Unless thy Law had been 
my delight, I should then have perished in my affliction ' 
(Midrash Rabba, Lamentations, iil. 21). 
But my brethren, we must contribute, on our part, by union 
and concord, to accelerate the days of comfort vouchsafed to us 
by the prophets. There must be no division among us; even 
in our customs and ceremonial worship we should be all alike, «i 
cling to one standard, one form of service. Alas! there is one 
party which clings to every thing that is ancient, although econ- 
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trary to the Law,* whilst another seeks reform where it- is not 


wanted, and lay their ruthless hand on the sanctuary of sanctu- 


aries; who reject all which they cannot comprehend with their 
short-sighted understanding. Neither of the two pursue the right 


path. ‘ The valley shall be exalted,” the levellers must adopt 


what they rejected ; “ and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low,” they who venerate superstitious customs, because of their 


antiquity, must abandon them; else our nation would be like 


Ephraim, of whom Hosea saith (Hos. vii. 8), 
“Ephraim is a cake not turned,” like a cake of which the one 
side is baked so much that it is burned, and the other so little 
that it is raw; and would thus be unfit for human food. But 
they must all rally round the one Shepherd, like the sheep who 
flock together, and if one of them strays or suffers, we perceive 
how they all seem to feel and participate in the suffering ; then 
will He with whom there is reward, ‘ feed his flock like a shep- 


herd; he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them 
in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.” 
May we, by union and peace, soon behold these days of com- 
fort, when the Redeemer shall come unto Zion! Amen. 


JEWS’ FREE SCHOOL, 


Ow Sunday last, the annual examination of the children educated 
in the above schools, in Bell Lane, Spitalfields, took place in the |) 
presence of the Chief Rabbi, who arrived in the carriage of Isaac | 
Cohen, Esq., which was also placed at the service of Mrs. Adler _ 

-and daughters. Among the company present (the meeting was 
numerously attended) we noticed the Baroness N. M. de Roth- 
schild, Lady Montefiore, Miss Leonora de Rothschild(the daughter 

of Baron Lionel), Mrs. Adler and daughters, Mrs. Isaac Cohen and | 
sister, Mrs. E. E. Micholls, Mrs. Joseph Josephs, Mrs. Woolf, and — 

Mrs. A. L. Harris, Sir Moses Montefiore, Messrs. Isaac Cohen, 

~S.H. Ellis, Louis Lucas, Michael Josephs, Walter Josephs, Isaac | 


B. Elkin, De Symons, 8. J. Joseph, Alfred Davis, Maurice Dyte, 


the Rev. Israel Levy (Dayan), the Rev. H. A. Henry (minister | 
of the Western), the Rey. D. W. Marks (minister of the Burton — 
Street Synagogue), and the Rev. B. H. Ascher. Me 


At noon the examination of the junior boys commenced, David 
Salomons, Esq. the President presiding ; the questions being put 


- by their master, Mr. M. Angell, which embraced the reading of | 
the Sacred Scriptures, &e., arithmetic, geography, history, and || 


the various rudiments of education generally taught in such 
establishments. The answers given were as well as could be 


expected, considering that Mr. Angell is the only teacher in | 
Hebrew and English of six hundred boys. 
~The students of the Talmud Torah, department of the free 
school went through a long and searching examination by their. 
_ master, Mr. Moss Myers; they translated Scriptural passages from | 
- Hebrew into English, and vice versa, and also a few of Rashi’s — 


Commentaries on the Pentateuch, as well as some portions of the 
Mishna, in a manner which gained general and. deserved appro- 


bation. 


* This is the third time that the Chief Rabbi has alluded to a party which 


clings to ancient customs possessing no other merit than that of autiquity, but 
which are against the Law, With every deference due to the talents and 
high station of the Rev, preacher, we submit that he owes to the public, as 
well as to himself, a detailed specification of those customs to which he ap- 
pears so strongly to object. He owes it to the public, who justly expect from 
tucir new Chief Rabbi an unsophisticated declaration of principles ; and he 


owes it to himself, as the explanation we ask for would be the most effectual | 


contradiction to the statements circulating in the German papers “the 
Allg. Zeitung des Judenthums,” “ the Israelite,” and “the Hlustrated Leipz. 
Zentoug.”’ the latter of which remarks on Dr. Adler’s installation, ‘ Dr, 
Ader having been elected by the ‘ stationary’ party (Manner des Still- 
nt andes" ) we of course have to expect no progress, no reform from him.” 
We trust Dr, Adler will explain, will act up to his first manifesto, declaring 
that he will not be an wy; and thus, by acting independently of those who 
did elect him, seeure the Jove, respect, and confidence of ail parties 
We repeat the motto of our 2nd No. Win 
Happy the generation, in which the great men listen to the little.” 


The educational examination of the girls was conducted }y Mr 
H. N. Solomon of Edmonton, the president having first requested 
the indulgence of the meeting for the governess, Miss Moss, who 
had but recently been appointed. 

At two o’clock, the general examination having terminated, the | 
Rev. Chief Rabbi read an address to the children, parents, teachers 
&c., of which the following is a digest. Odes in Hebrew and 
English having previously been delivered by two children of the 


school. 


He observed with much pleasure, that a good foundation has 
been laid of what was the source and ground-work of our ref. 
gion, but let them not indulge in the erroneous notion that the 
have already learned enough, and that they need no longer be 
diligent and assiduous in their studies; much, very much, had 
they still to learn, and yet most of them have but five years, some 


| even a less number of years before them, in which their minds 


are yet free from the cares of providing for themselves, “Hoy — 
speedily,” said the Rey. Doctor, “ will these few years have 
tlapsed ! how necessary is It, therefore, to attend the school every | 
day, every hour, every minute of that period! The minutes now 
neglected can never be recovered; they are swept away by the 
rapid stream of time, and no power on earth can restore them to 


| you! When you enter society, you will perceive your deficiencies — 
-and cast back a sorrowful look upon these neglected minutes of , 
| your infancy, but then it will be too late, you cannot recall them; — 
they are irrecoverably lost! Now, now is the time, my dear — 


children, for choosing the good, the blessing, and the life! Let 

me exhort you to observe in your early years, a spirit of order, — 
modesty, and piety, practise honesty and virtue, so that it may — 
become habitual with you in later years. And to you, teachers, 


I wish to express my best thanks for the zeal and fidelity dis- 
| played in the exercise of your calling. I am fully aware of the — 
great difficulties yeu have to contend with, but the greater willbe | 
your joy, the more lively your gratification, when in the evening 
‘of life you look back upon your day’s work and find that you have — 


not scattered the seed upon the sea, but upon a soil which sooner — 
or later fructifies! Do not relax, therefore, in this holy cause; 


continue zealously to cultivate the minds and the hearts of your 
pupils, and be assured that your labours will be recorded in the 
| book of the ‘ Judge of all the earth,’ enthroned on high. 


“ And you, parents and guardians, O let me entreat you to 


show that respect and esteem to the teachers, which they who 


love your children fully deserve, lest you frustrate their dearest 


hopes, lest you defeat the object of your kind friends, who estab- — 


lished this beneficial institution for the education of your children; _ 
take care that they do not leave the school before they have been : 
instructed in what is absolutely necessary for their future welfare, ” 
before they have become thoroughly imbued with those principles 
of piety which alone can secure their future happmess. 

“In conclusion, I heartily wish you all to go on and prosper; and 
may the Lord send his blessing upon your labours, and crow? — 
them with success.”’ 


~ The conclusion of the Rev. Doctor’s address was greeted with 
a general and enthusiastic burst of applause. Sel i 
The president then addressed the meeting, and congratulate 
the friends present on the attendance that day of their revere? 
pastor, and also of the great patroness of the institution, Pe 
Baroness N. M. de Rothschild (the mention of this benevolel 
lady’s name was the cause of three most tremendous rounds 0 
applause). Mr. Salomons, having passed encomiums on the gi 
porters of the institution, as well as upon the teachers, conclu 
by proposing the thanks of the meeting to their Rev. pastor “6 
his attendance. The Rev. Dr. in reply, thanked the meeting 0 
the honour which had been so spontaneously bestowed on 1, 
His attendance there was only in accordance with his duties 
duties which were incumbent on him to perform—he deeply 
gretted the difficulty he had in giving vent to the feelings 
gratitude which animated him in return for the confidence ! ‘ 
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extended towards him—he would instil into the minds of his | 


hearers, the paramount necessity of supporting the institution, 
and concluded by stating, that the blessings of parents of the 


children whose education were by their means provided for, would 


be their best recompense (applause). 
Louis Lucas, Esq. having proposed the thanks of the meeting 
to the President, D. Salomons, Esq., the latter gentleman returned 


thanks in a neat and effective speech, impressing on all the friends || 


of education present, the great necessity of exerting themselves 


‘in behalf of the institution. To the parents he addressed a few | 
words, exhorting them to take care that their children attended | 
the schools regularly, and in a neat and orderly manner, and con- 


cluded by proposing cheers for the supporters of the institution, 
and for the masters and the mistress of the schools, 
~ A great number of prizes, the gift of the Baroness de Roth 
schild, and of Isaac Cohen, Esq. were then delivered by Mr. 
Angell to the most deserving. During the distribution, a fact 


was stated by this gentleman, showing what education and good | 
example may accomplish, even on the most ignorant and debased., | 


A boy who had been one of the worst in the school, had, by the 


force of example, and by his (Mr. A.’s) repeated exhortations, 
‘go amended his conduct, as this day to be among the number 


“FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


ASSEMBLY OF RABBIES AT FRANKFORT. — 


The result of the deliberations of this assembly will be seen by | 
the following summary, given by the president, Dr. Stein, at the | 
termination of the sittings. 


_ “Gentlemen,—Allow me, in concluding our meetings, to cast one more | 

_ retrospective look upon our proceedings, and to bring them in rapid review — 

- before your minds. The time allowed us for consultation was but short; | 
and it was impossible to come to a decision upon all that came under our | 
notice; still we have the satisfaction of being able to say, great things have 
been effected, or at least, put in train for future settlement. : 


“The Report of the Commission, respecting alterations in p 


necessary when teligion is the subject under consideration, and which 


claims for it that general interest which is indispensable for carrying out the. 


“We have not excluded the Hebrew language from public worship; we 


were unanimous in coming to that resolution. But we were also all agreed 
in allowing a broad footing for the German element in our Divine service, 


“We all vindicated the great importance of the Messianic doctrine in our 


Prayers; but we were also all of opinion that the prayer for removal out of | 
our native country should be expunged from our Prayer-books; as that— 
prayer originated at a time when that country was to the Israelite nothing 


buta dreary prison, 


of fatiguing repetitions; and were equally agrecd that the prayer for a 
‘storation of sacrifices ought no longer to be repeated by us, but that our 
public worship would lose its fundamental character by the omission of 


Portions that are of importance and antiquity: this we oppose; and we all 
voted for strengthening the bond of union between the present and our 


storious past history, by embodying its exalting recollections in our prayers, — 


whether ancient Hebrew or modern German. 
, vatimportant part of Divine service, the reading of the Torah, was 


‘implified ; it was proposed to restore the ancient office of the Meturgeman 
\€Xpounder); jt 


the other instruc 
regards the cal] 
the palm. brane 
ered with. 
“We unani 
‘dinissibility 
the pr opriety 
au Israelite, 
By follo 
“ad fill the 


tive Scriptures of the Bible read tn German; while, as 
to the Torah, the blowing of trumpets at the new year, and 
h at the feast of tabernacles, existing customs were not inter- 


mously stood up for the good cause, on the subject of the 
of the organ into our houses of prayer; and the question of 
and duty of its being played on the Sabbaths and festivals by 
was answered in the affirmative by almost all of us. 
wing out these principles, we trust to God that we shall obtain 
ich, deeply rooted in existing forms, will do honour to Judaism, 
house of God with worshippers; that no longer shall be heard 
our festivals the call of God to us: ‘ Gather the people together, 
women, and children’ (Deut. xxxi.12). ° 


ublic worship 

_ was laid before us, and its consideration claimed the greatest share of our 
deliberations this year. Our steps were slow and sure, and we did not 
decide lightly on so important subjects. The consequence has been, that. 
our discussions have been marked by- that seriousness which becomes so — 


“ We all urged the simplification of our public worship, and the omission 


was unanimously resolved to have the prophets, as well as _ 


“' Woman's religious position in Judaism was well considered, and propo- 
sitions relating to that subject were referred to a special Commission. 

“ The subject of family worship was not neglected, and a Commission was 
appointed for compiling books of prayer for schools and families; whose 


special attention was directed to the revival of ritual observances, as, ¢. ¢., 


ceremonies to be observed at and after the death of Israelites. 
“In this manner, my dear friends, by the publicity of our proceedings, 
by the publication of our debates, and by the further discussion and exami- 


nation of liturgicai subjects by the press,—will the attention of our brethren 
be again directed to our greatly neglected forms of worship. Even before 


the new Prayer-book, which in our hands will become a mighty weapon for 
the interests of religion and our times, can appear in the house of God, it 
will have taken root in the hearts of our brethren and sisters; and those 
who now call us destroyers, will yet, we confidently hope, call us builders. | 

“ Thus also shall it be as regards the Sabbath; that day from which now 
thousands among us have become estranged, will, by working on and trans- 
forming the minds in the spirit of the times, unconsciously become of 
importance to them; and we look forward with pleasure to the coming 
year, when the admirable Report of the Commission on this important 


subject shall be fully considered. And thus shall gradually (may God. 


strengthen us for this holy work!) religious life be again awakehed in the 


‘minds, and in purified forms shall religion enter victoriously into the hearts, 
of her sons and daughters. Thus have we also yesterday considered an 
ancient custom in Israel,* in its moral importance, and by such alteration | 
as the times require, recommended its continuance.- God is our witness that — 
in all this our sole object is to strengthen the influence of religion. - Onthis 


day we have, in conclusion, acknowledged the importance of founding a 


College for the training of Jewish teachers, and have resolved to labour, 
each of us in his sphere, for attaining that object. Matters which have not | 


been disposed of have been referred back to the respective Commissions; 


and the publication of .the Report on the Revision of Marriage Laws has oe 


“Thus have also our meetings this year been of great, immediate, and 


| prospective importance. May God preserve in us courage for the next! We. 


were this year greatly cheered and encouraged; congregations in town and 


country declared by addresses their confidence in us; the deputation from 
a body which actively and vigorously labours for the improvement of our — 


religious affairs, raised our courage and our zeal; but it was especially the 


Jewish congregation in this town which furnished an important centre for 

_ the sympathy expressed on every side, doing all in its power to facilitate — 
our assembling here, and in conclusion manifesting its confidence in our | 
- proceedings by a very flattering address, which strengthened and encouraged | 
us, Let us therefore rejoice in what has been done, and gather new strength — 
for the labours that await us next year... 


a The following extracts are taken from the Jewish Intelligence 
of the present month:— 


6 The Jews of Prague confined to their own Quarter.—The 


|| Orient, of June 11th, states that the Jews of Prague, who had 
for some time past been accustomed to fix their abode in different 
parts of the town, not included within the boundaries of their own 


quarter, have recently been compelled to return to their * Ghetto,’ 


to which they are in future to be confined, as the citizens took 
|| great offence at the Jews coming to reside in the Christian part of - 
| the town.” 


| «« The Jews of Persia, Afghanistan, §c.—We have received 
the following communication from the Rev. Dr. Wolff :—* Dear 
Sir, the first point to which I wish to draw your attention is the 
Jews of Meshed; there is a settlement of Jews of the most in- 


teresting description with regard to their disposition of inquiring 


into the truth, their learning and talents, who all of them, as I 
have already stated, have been compelled to embrace Mohamme-_ 
-danism, but they observe in secret the religion of their forefathers, 
and as the Mohammedans of Meshed only covet their property, 
the poor people expect daily to be massacred. . The 


second subject I beg to write to you about is, that there are great 
numbers of Jews in the following places :—1. Teheran, the capital 
of Persia, is inhabited by two thousand Jews. . . 2. Ispahan, 
Yaza, Sheeras, and Hamadan in Persia; to all of them most easy 
access is tobe had. . . - 3. At Heraut, in Affghanistan, are 
1200 Jews. . . . 4. At Khokand, io Ferganistaun, ten 
days distant from Bokhara, and also at Samarcand, Tashkand, are 
several thousands of Jews. 5. At Shamaz, in Chinese Tartary, 
are three hundred families of Polish Jews.’ ” 


* The bathing of women, 
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Baroness N. M.de Rothschild. 


Received Prospectus of the | | 
_ Intype, review of ‘ Meyers’ Questions on the Bible ;’? Miss Aguilar’s | 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


We are informed that a number of the children of the Jews’ | 
ree Schools are to be taken on an excursion to Brighton by 


Railway, the expense attending which is to be defrayed by the 
_ The children of the Jews’ Infant Schools, accompanied by their 
teachers, the Misses Harris, were taken in Omnibuses to the 


Zoological Gardens, Regent's Park, on Wednesday last. ‘Ihe 


tickets for admissien were presented by Miss A. M. Goldsmid, 
and the expense was borne by the President of the Institution, 
I’. H. Goldsmid, Esq. 

Sir I. L. Goldsmid, Bart. has been appointed magistrate for 
Middlesex, of which county he is one of the deputy-lieutenants. 


TestimoniaAL To D. Saromons, Esq., BY THE WARD OF 


Portsoken.—This mark of public respect to the above gentle- 


man, of which repeated accounts have appeared in previous num-— 
bers of this Journal, was formally presented to Mr. Salomons at 


the London Tavern, the gentlemen forming the deputation being 


entertained at dinner after the presentation. We annex the fol- 
Jowing letter from a ‘* Correspondent :"— | 


The ‘‘ Voice of Jacob” of the 15th instant observes, that a Testimonial 


was presented to David Salomons, Esq., on Friday, &c. 


As those gentlemen of the Hebrew nation who had the honour of forming | 
part of the deputation considered that the Sabbath eve was quite unappro-— 
priate for such an occasion, | beg that you will have the kindness to correct 
that error, and state in your next that it was on Thursday the 7th instant, 
and nof on Friday the 8th, as stated by that Journal, 
After the repast, David Wire, Esq. proposed the health of the gentlemen || 
of the Jewish nation, particularly that of Mr. Joseph Josephs, whom he said — 
was from the first hour that a vacancy was declared, at his post, canvassiny 


the Ward of Portsoken, during the late election for Alderman, and d:d 


not cease from his exertions until Mr. Salomons was returned as Alderman 
by a large and triumphant majority. He also stated that the doors of civil 
and religious liberty were now open toa certain extent; but he should not 
rest, and he trusted they would not rest satisfied until every barrier, how-, 
ever trivial, was totally cleared away, which deprived the English Jews of | 

_ being possessed of that full measure of freedom, botb parliamentary as well — 


as municipal, to which they were so richly and justly entitled. | ae 
Mr. J. Josephs returned thanks in a short appropriate speech, assuring the 


freemen inhabitants of the Ward of Partsoken, that they placed the | 
British Jews under an everlasting debt of gratitude, by assisting them to | 

_ possess those rights of freedom which every Englishman feels so proud of, 

and that they will endeavour to repay that obligation by displaying their 
loyalty to her Majesty, obedience to the laws, and friendship and charity to | 


every British subject. or THE DEPUTATION. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Emanuel Cortessiz, of Belfast, had better ask the question of Dr. R. himself. 
Moses Margoliouth, Dublin. | 


| We shall reply in our next. | 

J. R. Peynado, Hackney, must be aware, that as the controversy about the 
Chazan of the Sephardim has taken a personal turn, any correspondence 
on the subject must be an advertisement. as ee 


“Women of Israel;’”’ and the “ Reportjof the adjourned meeting of the 
“ Jews’ and Genera) Literary and Scientific Institution.” os 


LEVIN’S BOARDING & LODGING- HOUSE, AND 
DINING-ROOMS, 24, BURY-STREET, ST. MARY AXE. 


he LETTER to the Kev. Dr.M’Caul by H. Leveaux, in refutation of a 
4k Work entitled the “ Old Paths,” and the Reverend Doctor’s Answer to 
the same. Also a Pamphlet, entitled ‘ A Casual Dialogue between a Christian 
end an Israelite, by H. Leveaux. Price together, One Shilling. To be had 
of Mr. Leveaux, 10, Nelson Street, City Road, I. Valentine, 132, Hounds- 


ditch; and by an inclosure of sixteen Penny Stamps, the two will be duly 
lorwerced, free of postage. 


On the First of October, 1845, Part I. Price 3s. 6d. in stiff W 

AGSTER’S COMPLETE EDITION OF GESENIUS’s HE 
axp CHALDEK LEXICON 1x ENGLISH. Newly 
Edited by S. P. TREGELLES.—The Parts will consist of about Seven 
sheets each, small dto., and the entire Work will make about Six o, Seven 

Parts. | | 


Nearly ready. 


YYEBREW READING LESSONS: a Selection of Chapters from the 
Heprew SCRIPTURES; With an INTERLINEARY iisy 
The Hebrew Text is also printed with Hollow ard Black Types, tol distie : 
cuish the Radical and Formative Letters throughout, The Form of every 
Word is completely Analysed, and Grammatically explained, and its Root 
indicated. One small Volume, fcap. 8vo. 


| Shortly will be Published, | 
G ESENIUS’S HEBREW GRAMMAR, by Proressor RépiceR, trans. 
lated into English. ‘This Work is in a state of great forwardness, the 


sheets having been transmitted to the Translator as printed in Germany. 


AGSTER & Sons, 15, PATERNOSTER Row. 


DID 


OF SALVATION.—Shortly will be published, a Monthly Jewis, 


J) (Orthodox) Magazine of 48 pages, price One Shilling, Edited by the Rey, | 
D. M. Isaacs, and Moses Samuel.of Liverpool. A Prospectus of this wor 


is just published, in 18 octavo pages, giving a full explanation of the views — 


and principles of the Editors, being at the same time an appeal to the Jewish 


public for patronage and support. 


The Prospectus will be cratuitously distributed. Any person applying at 


_ Mr. L. Isaacs, 66, Leman Street, Goodman's Fields, will obtain one. | 


On Monday next will be published, price Sixpence, 


| 5 ee only true and correct HEBREW AND ENGLISH ALMANACK! 


For the Years 5605, and 5606; corresponding to the years 1845, 1816, and 


1847, by I. Valentine, carefully revised by the Beth Din. A Dissertation on 


the exact time of Sabbath coming in and going out, as calculated by Mr.ll. 
_ Philipowsky; also a Table for the Jewish and Christian Holidays for the 


ensuing Ten Years; precise Time of Night on Fasts; a Weather Tablecom- 


“piled by the celebrated Dr. Herschel; a List of all the Metropolitan and 


Provincial Congregations and Charitable Institutions, with their Officers; 


Chronology, from the Creation of the World to the present day; the exact 
Times and Stations of all the Steam Packets and Railways; New Post Othee 


Regulations, Rates of Postage; Jewish Seminaries; Foreign Consuls in 
Printed by I. Vallentine, and Published. at the Jewish Chronicle Offtee.. 


| 132, Houndsditch, and may be had of Mr.I. Lyons, 26, Duke Street, Aldgate; 
_H. Abrahams, Houndsditch; P. Silverstein, 32, New Inkley’s, Birminghati, 
and Godfrey Levi, 17, Brownlow Hill, Liverpool. os ee 


THE ILLUMINATED HEBREW CALENDAR ror 5606, 
Elegantly printed in Twelve Colours and Gold. Dedicated by permission — 
Sir Moses Monteriorg, F.R.S., | 

- From an Original Design by D. De Lara, Esq. eee 
Early in September the above Publication will appear, dedicated espccit.’ 


tothe service of the Jewish Congregations. The design furnishes & costly 


specimen of Chromolithography, from the able pencil of Mr. De Lara. vi 
design contains, amongst other illustrations, the Sepharim, as they appear: 


the Synagogues. One, a copy belonging to Sir Moses Montefiore, and another 


to Philip Salomons, Esq., both of which are faithfully delineated. ‘The Itt 


_ rary information will be found most valuable, and is chiefly take» from the 


celebrated Hebrew Calendar of E. Lindo, Esq., with the corresponding dates 


of the years 1845 and 1846. | 


Proof Copies, 7s. 6d.— Prints, 5s. . = 
Also, in course of Publication, Tur TEN COMMANDMENTS 1x HEP! 
aNd ENGLISH, dedicated, by permission, to MonTEsIORE an® © 
NEL DE CASTRO, Dy tie 


Proof Copies, 5s. and 3s. 6d. 


if 
Residents in the Country are respectfully informed that their — 
sent to the Publisher before the New Year, will be forwarded In due 
F. G. Moon, Publisher to Her Majesty, 20, Threadneedle Street 


—— 


Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus ad by ¥: 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. 5, West-street. Finsbury-circus, and pl ish Chronic’ 
Brittain, 11, Paternoster-row, and may be had of I. Valentine, at tae nent” Hil, 
Office, 132, Houndsditch, in the city of London; also of Godfrey Levi; 17, Br . 
Liverpool ; Whitmore, Bookseller, and Ellenby and Son, Market sehr willie” 
P. Silverstein, 32, New Inkleys, Birmingham; William Stevenson, Come a 
Grant, 5, Castle Square, Brighton; William Alexander, Yarmouth ; oo Kingdo™: 
19, North Richmond Street, Edinburgh ; and all Booksellers in the Unite | 
Friday, August 22, 1845. 
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A | dike best accommodation and convenience to Ladies and Gentlemen of 
Ta _ the Jewish persuasion, continues to be afforded at Mr. Leviw’s Boarding- | 
4 House. An Ordinary every dav at one and two o'clock. Dinners served | 
4 till six, at the house, and sent out at a moderate charge. Parties or indivi- 
ul duais who wish to dine privately, will meet with every comfort and accom- || 
‘a medation, in a Parlour especially set apart for that purpose. : | 
N. B.—There is also a separate Smoking-room. 
Just Published, | 
q | 


